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Sports, Sex, and God: 
Evangelical Female 
Athletes and the Policing 
of Sexual Desire
Thursday, March 2, 2017, 5:30 PM
Lindsay Young Auditorium, Hodges Library

Female athletes in the United States continue to face scrutiny regarding their sexuality, 
and many feel the need to defend themselves against presumptions of mannishness 
or lesbianism. Sports ministry (evangelical Christian organizations for athletes and 
coaches) can provide shelter from these presumptions, but requires female athletes to 
strictly monitor their sexual desires and behaviors. In this talk, Annie Blazer will discuss 
her fieldwork with female Christian athletes in the United States and address issues of 
sexual policing, building deep closets, and the fragility of evangelical gender theology.

SPEAKER: ANNIE BLAZER
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies, College of William and Mary

Annie Blazer is the author of Playing for God: Evangelical Women and the Unintended 
Consequences of Sports Ministry (2015), an ethnographic study of the religious lives of 
female Christian athletes in the United States. In the book, Blazer focuses on gender and 
sexuality, examining competing religious and cultural norms, and the ways that female 
Christian athletes navigate these expectations. She is an assistant professor of religious 
studies at the College of William and Mary and teaches courses on religion and politics, 
new religious movements, and religion and American history.
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